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2 Invitation to the Extraordinary General Meeting of Shareholders of DSM-Firmenich AG 

Invitation 
Extraordinary General Meeting of Shareholders 
 

Dear Shareholders,  

We cordially invite you to the Extraordinary General Meeting of Shareholders of DSM-Firmenich AG  
("DSM-Firmenich"), which will be held on Monday, 19 October 2026 virtually at  www.gvote.ch at 14:30 CEST 
("EGM 2026"). 

You will find instructions on shareholders’ attendance and proxy voting rights in the Organizational Notes included 
in this invitation.  

The EGM 2026 will be broadcast live on our website at corporate-governance/agm, and will be held in English, with 
simultaneous translations into Dutch, French and German. Prior registration is required to participate in the EGM 
2026. Please carefully review the Organizational Notes included in this invitation. 

The supporting documents for the meeting are available on our website at corporate-governance/agm. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Thomas Leysen 
Chairman of the Board of Directors  

  

http://www.gvote.ch/
https://www.dsm-firmenich.com/corporate/investors/corporate-governance/agm.html
https://www.dsm-firmenich.com/corporate/investors/corporate-governance/agm.html


  

 

 
 

3 Invitation to the Extraordinary General Meeting of Shareholders of DSM-Firmenich AG 

Agenda 

1. Election of Richard Ridinger as Chairman of the Board of Directors 

Proposal 

The Board of Directors proposes the election of Richard Ridinger as Chairman of the Board of Directors, for a 
term starting upon conclusion of this EGM 2026 and ending upon conclusion of the next annual general meeting 
in 2027 (currently expected to take place on 24 March 2027). 

Explanation 

As announced on 18 August 2026 (dsm-firmenich press release), Thomas Leysen informed the Board of Directors 
that, considering that the DSM-Firmenich merger is now fully completed and the strategic direction is set, he will 
retire from his role as member and Chairman of the Board of Directors to devote more time to his other corporate 
and non-profit mandates once his successor has been elected by the shareholders. 

The general meeting of shareholders elects the new Chairperson of the Board of Directors for a term of office 
starting upon conclusion of this EGM 2026 and ending upon conclusion of the next annual general meeting. 

Richard Ridinger brings extensive executive and board-level experience in global, innovation-led businesses 
across nutrition, health, taste and scent. He has a deep understanding of the company, which positions him well 
to succeed Thomas and will provide continuity to execute the strategy and create long-term value for 
shareholders and other stakeholders, as communicated earlier this year at DSM-Firmenich's Capital Markets Day.  

Following evaluation by the Governance and Nomination Committee and after careful consideration, the Board 
of Directors has determined that Richard Ridinger has the necessary skills, experience, and knowledge of  
DSM-Firmenich's business and the required reputation to take over the role as Chairman of DSM-Firmenich. 
Detailed biographical data of Richard Ridinger can be found on our website at corporate-governance/agm and 
on p. 81 in the Governance, Risk Management and Business Ethics report included in the 2025 Integrated Annual 
Report, available on annualreport.dsm-firmenich.com/2025/. After Thomas Leysen's retirement and the election 
of Richard Ridinger as the new Chairman, the Board of Directors will consist of 10 members including the 
Chairman, which complies with the required composition pursuant to our Articles of Association.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://our-company.dsm-firmenich.com/en/our-company/news/press-releases/2026/dsm-firmenich-board-of-directors-proposes-richard-ridinger-as-new-chairman-following-thomas-leysens-decision-to-retire.html
https://investors.dsm-firmenich.com/en/investors/corporate-governance/agm.html
https://annualreport.dsm-firmenich.com/2025/


  

 

 
 

4 Invitation to the Extraordinary General Meeting of Shareholders of DSM-Firmenich AG 

2. Election of Richard Ridinger to the Compensation Committee 

Proposal 

The Board of Directors proposes the election of Richard Ridinger as a member of the Compensation Committee, 
for a term starting upon conclusion of this EGM 2026 and ending upon conclusion of the next annual general 
meeting in 2027 (currently expected to take place on 24 March 2027). 

Explanation 

With the retirement of Thomas Leysen from the Board of Directors, he also steps down from the Compensation 
Committee. The Board believes that it is in the best interests of the Company if Richard Ridinger be elected as a 
fourth member of the Compensation Committee in succession of Thomas Leysen. After careful consideration, 
the Board of Directors has determined that Richard Ridinger is sufficiently independent and has an appropriate 
balance of skills, experience and knowledge of DSM-Firmenich's business to effectively fulfil his duties and 
responsibilities as a member of the Compensation Committee.  

 

 

  



  

 

 
 

5 Invitation to the Extraordinary General Meeting of Shareholders of DSM-Firmenich AG 

Organizational Notes 

The prevailing EGM 2026 invitation (including the agenda) is published in the Swiss Official Gazette of Commerce. The EGM 
2026 invitation (including the agenda) is also available on the Company website at corporate-governance/agm and on 
www.abnamro.com/evoting. 

Record Date 

To have the right to participate in and to vote at the EGM 2026, you must be a holder of DSM-Firmenich AG shares on  
29 September 2026, at 17:30 CEST (the “Record Date”).  

Admission to the EGM 2026 in general 

The EGM 2026 will be held in a fully virtual format. This means that all DSM-Firmenich shareholders can either: 

(i) attend the meeting virtually, or 

(ii) give a proxy to someone attending virtually, or 

(iii) give voting instructions to the independent proxy, Christian Hochstrasser, Attorney-at-Law, LenzCaemmerer, 
Elisabethenstrasse 15, 4051 Basel (the "Independent Proxy") either electronically via www.abnamro.com/evoting 
or by filling out and mailing a written form, 

all as further described below. 

a) DSM-Firmenich Shareholders holding Registered Shares registered in the Swiss share register 

Registered Shares (with ISIN code CH1267772122) are not tradable on Euronext Amsterdam or on SIX Swiss Exchange 
without taking the necessary steps to convert them into Tradeable Shares. Holders of Registered Shares entered in the 
Swiss share register maintained by Computershare Switzerland AG on the Record Date will receive, together with the 
invitation to the EGM 2026, a reply card that may be used to order the voting materials to give proxy, including to the 
Independent Proxy in writing. For more details, Holders of Registered Shares are invited to refer to the additional 
instructions provided below under Attendance and Voting.  

b) DSM-Firmenich Shareholders holding Tradeable Shares via Euroclear Nederland  

Tradeable Shares (with ISIN code CH1216478797) are directly tradable on Euronext Amsterdam and SIX Swiss Exchange. 
Holders of Tradeable Shares on the Record Date, may, through the facilities of the Dutch securities depository Euroclear 
Nederland1, based on voting arrangements with Euroclear Nederland, exercise voting rights without being registered in 
DSM-Firmenich's Swiss share register. Under these voting arrangements, Euroclear Nederland, as the holder of record of 
the related shares, will issue an omnibus proxy to holders of Tradeable Shares if they are holders on the Record Date, or 
become shareholders following the processing of deposits and withdrawals as of that date, assuming they have duly 
notified their willingness to vote as described in the next paragraph.  

 
1 I.e., shares entered into the collection deposits (verzameldepots) of admitted institutions of Euroclear Nederland and the giro deposit (girodepot) administered by 
the Dutch securities depository, Euroclear Nederland, on the basis of the Dutch Act on Securities Giro (Wet giraal effectenverkeer). 

http://www.sogc.ch/
https://investors.dsm-firmenich.com/en/investors/corporate-governance/agm.html
http://www.abnamro.com/evoting
https://corporatebroking.abnamro.com/shareholder


  

 

 
 

6 Invitation to the Extraordinary General Meeting of Shareholders of DSM-Firmenich AG 

Holders of Tradeable Shares whose shares are included in the Euroclear Nederland system and who wish to participate 
in the meeting either virtually or by giving voting instructions to the Independent Proxy or another duly authorized proxy 
should make this known via their intermediary no later than 13 October 2026 at 17:30 CEST. Intermediaries must, no later 
than 14 October 2026, at 13:00 CEST, present a statement to ABN AMRO Bank N.V., Equity Capital Markets / Corporate 
Broking & Issuer Services, Gustav Mahlerlaan 10, 1082 PP Amsterdam (tel. +31 (0)20 6286070 / e-mail: 
corporate.broking@nl.abnamro.com), identifying the number of shares presented for registration purposes, as well as full 
address details of the shareholder(s) for which they hold shares. This statement of the intermediaries can also be made 
via the electronic voting platform at www.abnamro.com/evoting. Holders of Tradeable Shares will then receive a 
registration confirmation via the intermediary or directly from ABN AMRO. For more details, holders of Tradeable Shares 
are invited to refer to the additional instructions provided below under Attendance and Voting. 

Attendance & Voting  

To facilitate the exercise of shareholder rights, both the holders of Registered Shares and Tradeable Shares (collectively, the 
“Shareholders”) have access to DSM-Firmenich's electronic voting platform at www.abnamro.com/evoting. The electronic 
voting platform allows Shareholders to give voting instructions to the Independent Proxy electronically or to participate virtually 
in the EGM 2026.  

a) Virtual Attendance & Live Voting/Attendance by Proxy 

Shareholders are entitled to attend the meeting virtually and to vote if, apart from being Shareholders on the Record 
Date, they have notified their desire to participate in the meeting no later than 13 October 2026 at 17:30 CEST via the 
electronic voting platform at www.abnamro.com/evoting. Shareholders who have registered to attend virtually will 
receive an e-mail from Computershare Switzerland AG, providing them with a link with a log in to attend virtually 
at  www.gvote.ch. Shareholders must log in to the meeting on Monday, 19 October 2026 as from 13:30 CEST onwards 
and must have completed the admission procedure for the meeting before 14:30 CEST. DSM-Firmenich may decide to 
admit Shareholders to participate after 14:30 CEST.  

Shareholders entitled to vote and who wish to give a proxy to someone else to attend virtually, are also kindly asked to 
register via the electronic voting platform at www.abnamro.com/evoting (or to return the written materials, as applicable) 
by no later than 13 October 2026 at 17:30 CEST.  

Shareholders attending the meeting virtually may submit questions on the topics of the agenda upfront by e-mail sent 
to corporate.broking@nl.abnamro.com until 13 October 2026, 17:30 CEST. Shareholders must provide their name and 
Shareholder’s registration number; a Shareholder can obtain the latter from his/her/its bank.  

During the meeting, it will also be possible for Shareholders to raise questions via a separate video connection. In order 
to raise such questions, it is required that a Shareholder is registered for online participation via the electronic voting 
system of ABN AMRO (at www.abnamro.com/evoting). Further, to ensure a smooth conduct of the EGM, shareholders are 
invited to indicate that he/she/it would like to use this opportunity upfront before 13 October 2026, 17:30 CEST via email 
to corporate.broking@nl.abnamro.com. The Shareholder will then get further details in advance of the meeting on how to 
participate via the video connection to ask questions virtually. Shareholders may also submit requests to speak during 
the meeting and will be provided with a link through which such requests can be made in real time. To facilitate a smooth 
and orderly process during the EGM 2026, DSM-Firmenich may bundle similar questions when answering these 
questions. 

For additional instructions on how to attend and vote virtually, please consult the Shareholder User Manual and the 
accompanying Q&A available on corporate-governance/agm. 

mailto:corporate.broking@nl.abnamro.com
http://www.abnamro.com/evoting
http://www.abnamro.com/evoting
http://www.abnamro.com/evoting
http://www.gvote.ch/
http://www.abnamro.com/evoting
mailto:corporate.broking@nl.abnamro.com
http://www.abnamro.com/evoting
mailto:corporate.broking@nl.abnamro.com
https://www.dsm-firmenich.com/corporate/investors/corporate-governance/agm.html


  

 

 
 

7 Invitation to the Extraordinary General Meeting of Shareholders of DSM-Firmenich AG 

DSM-Firmenich's Policy regarding the Use of Electronic Means at Hybrid or Virtual General Meetings of Shareholders is 
applicable for this virtual meeting and can be found on our website at corporate-governance/agm. Virtual participation 
entails risks for the exercise of shareholder rights. Shareholders are therefore encouraged to vote by electronic proxy 
(see subsection b) below), if they wish to avoid such risks. 

b) Voting instructions to the Independent Proxy 

Shareholders entitled to vote can authorize and instruct the Independent Proxy via the electronic voting platform at 
www.abnamro.com/evoting or in writing, using the proxy forms available on our website at corporate-governance/agm. 
All early voting on this voting platform and all written instructions sent to DSM-Firmenich are deemed an authorization 
and instruction of the Independent Proxy. The Independent Proxy will inform DSM-Firmenich only within the limits of 
Swiss law about voting trends (i.e., will keep all instructions received as confidential until three working days prior to the 
EGM 2026). Instructions to the Independent Proxy sent directly to DSM-Firmenich will be forwarded to the Independent 
Proxy. 

Voting instructions to the Independent Proxy should be submitted no later than 13 October 2026, 17:30 CEST. Inclusion 
of voting instructions received later cannot be guaranteed.  

For additional instructions on how to give electronic voting instructions, please consult the Shareholder User Manual 
available on our website at corporate-governance/agm. 

Effect of Voting on Trading and Voting Restrictions 

The voting of shares held as of the Record Date does not affect the ability to trade shares before, during, or after the EGM 2026. 

The voting of shares is not permitted to the extent this would be contrary to DSM-Firmenich's registration and voting restrictions, 
as set forth in art. 4 and 5 of the Articles of Association. DSM-Firmenich reserves the right to request further evidence or 
assurances from investors holding Tradeable Shares at any time to ensure full compliance with such restrictions. 

Webcast & Language 

The EGM 2026 will be broadcast live on our website at corporate-governance/agm. The meeting will be held in English, with 
simultaneous translations into German, Dutch and French. 

Further Information 

Please see our website at corporate-governance/agm for further information or contact us at investors@dsm-firmenich.com. 

 

 

Kaiseraugst, 16 September 2026 

https://www.dsm-firmenich.com/corporate/investors/corporate-governance/agm.html
http://www.abnamro.com/evoting
https://www.dsm-firmenich.com/corporate/investors/corporate-governance/agm.html
https://www.dsm-firmenich.com/corporate/investors/corporate-governance/agm.html
https://www.dsm-firmenich.com/corporate/investors/corporate-governance/agm.html
https://investors.dsm-firmenich.com/en/investors/corporate-governance/agm.html
mailto:investors@dsm-firmenich.com

	1. Election of Richard Ridinger as Chairman of the Board of Directors
	2. Election of Richard Ridinger to the Compensation Committee

